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quality education. And by teaching our chil-
dren the importance of serving those in need,
we will help fulfill an important part of their
education, showing them the rewards that
come from compassionate outreach.

Education has always played a vital role
in the success of our Nation. It has provided
hope through the principle that any citizen
can realize the American dream, regardless
of background, ethnicity, or faith. By chal-
lenging young people to set high goals and
to work hard to achieve them, we prepare
our youth to carry on the success of the
American story and to become leaders of this
great Nation. A core foundation of knowl-
edge and values is essential for students to
excel and contribute to the well-being of our
communities, our country, and the world.

Parents are a child’s first and most impor-
tant teachers, and they provide the corner-
stone of a child’s early education. Quality
teachers, however, also play an important
role in a child’s personal and intellectual de-
velopment. The No Child Left Behind Act
of 2001, which I signed into law in January
2002, requires that, by the end of the 2005–
06 school year, there must be a ‘‘highly quali-
fied’’ teacher in every classroom. Through
this new law, States and school districts will
have multiple tools to help them meet the
new teacher quality requirements. Key ele-
ments of this effort include providing State
grants to recruit and train teachers, and re-
cruiting high-quality individuals to become
teachers, offering expanded student loan for-
giveness for teachers. And we must encour-
age Americans to volunteer their time to
serve as mentors to our young people.

Great teachers are also found outside the
classroom, making a positive impact on chil-
dren and on local families. For example,
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the
Lubavitcher Rebbe, demonstrated the power
of teaching others to pursue both intellectual
and moral excellence. For this purpose, he
established education and outreach centers
that offered social services and humanitarian
aid. Today, more than 1,400 of these centers
operate in 35 countries, meeting the spiritual
and material needs of local communities.
These beacons of hope communicate the
Rebbe’s ideal of living a meaningful life
through personal responsibility and dedica-

tion to those in need. On the 100th anniver-
sary of the Rebbe’s birth, I encourage Ameri-
cans to help teach our young people. In class-
rooms, homes, and places of worship, we can
all make a lasting impact on individual chil-
dren and thus invest in our country as a
whole.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 24, 2002,
as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2002.
I call on all Americans to help our young
people better understand the importance of
character and develop a true love of learning.
By doing so, we invest in the future of our
country.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of March, in
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 25, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 25, and it
was published in the Federal Register on March
26.

Remarks at a Celebration of
Greek Independence Day
March 25, 2002

Your Eminence, I can’t spend enough time
with you. [Laughter] I love your gentle soul,
and I love your guidance and your advice.
And any time you want to come back, just
give me a call. [Laughter] I’m so glad you’re
here. And I want to thank you all for joining
us to celebrate this important day for Greece.

I want to honor the heritage of liberty that
both the Greeks and the Americans share.
There’s no better place to do this than in
the White House, the symbol of liberty and
the symbol of freedom.

I want to thank the Greek Under Secretary
of Foreign Affairs for being here as well. I
appreciate you coming. I want to thank the
Ambassador—the Greek Ambassador to the
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United States and the Ambassador of the Re-
public of Cyprus to the United States as well.
You all are welcome here. Thank you for
coming. It’s great to see you again. I’m glad
to see Ambassador George Argyros is here
as well. I never thought he’d get through the
confirmation process. [Laughter] But he is
my Ambassador to Spain and is doing a very
fine job. I appreciate so much the Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency, George
Tenet, for being here as well.

One hundred and eighty one years ago,
our Nation supported the cause of Greek
independence. And we have admired the
progress Greece has made since. Yet well be-
fore we recognized the independence of
modern Greece, the Greek heritage had a
great impact on American independence.
Many of America’s founders knew Greek his-
tory better than our own. They drew on
Greece’s political heritage in framing our
Constitution. America’s love for liberty has
deep roots in the spirit of Greece.

The spirit of liberty has always had en-
emies. It’s important for us to remember our
history, that there are some who can’t stand
liberty and freedom, as we learned so trag-
ically on September the 11th. The terrorists
who attack us hate the very idea of human
freedom. They cannot stand the thought of
freedom of religion. It must make them very
nervous to know that a Methodist is standing
next to His Eminence—[laughter]—in a free
society, in a society that welcomes people to
worship freely and as they so choose. They
hate freedom of speech. They can’t stand the
thought of people speaking their minds. They
hate our system.

They also thought we were weak and soft.
And they’re wrong, and they’re learning it
every day. They learned it in Afghanistan,
where we went into that country not to seek
revenge but to seek justice. And this week-
end, little girls went to school for the first
time—some little girls went to school for the
first time in Afghanistan, showing the world
that we didn’t go into Afghanistan as con-
querors but as liberators.

And they’re going to find out how tough
we are. Because I want to assure you all that
we’re going to hunt them down, one by one,
until our homeland is secure, until freedom
is secure, to make sure our children and our

grandchildren can live in a free and peaceful
world.

One ancient Greek statesman put it this
way. He said, ‘‘We are free to live exactly
as we please, yet we are ready to face any
danger.’’ He might as well have been talking
about the United States of America. Fortu-
nately, we don’t face danger alone. There are
other people who love freedom as well in
this world. Greece and America have been
firm allies in the great struggles for liberty.
Greece was one of only a handful of countries
that fought alongside the United States in
every major 20th century war. And Ameri-
cans will always remember Greek heroism
and Greek sacrifice for the sake of freedom.

As the 21st century dawns, Greece and
America are—once again stand united, this
time in the fight against terrorism. Greece
is a part of the coalition of nations helping
bring justice to those who would harm us,
harm the people of Greece, harm anybody
who loves freedom. The United States deeply
appreciates the role Greece is playing in the
war against terror. We thank Greece for ac-
cess to the military base in Souda Bay, Crete,
and for providing a naval frigate for patrolling
the Arabian Sea.

And just as Greece has stood side by side
with the United States, the United States
stands ready to encourage the continued
warming of Greek and Turkish relations. We
welcome the resumption of diplomatic talks
on Cyprus and hope that they will lead to
a final settlement that strengthens regional
peace and stability.

America and Greece are strong allies, and
we’re strategic partners. Our Nation has been
inspired by Greek ideals and enriched by
Greek immigrants. Today, about one million
Americans claim Greek origin. They’ve made
a mark in every field. America is better for
the one million Americans who live here. In
my administration, John Negroponte heads
our United Nations, and he’s doing a fine
job. And as a part of my war council, the
National Security Council, sits George Tenet,
whose advice and steady hand have been in-
valuable to our success.

Today we honor Greek independence and
the Greek spirit, a spirit of liberty and a spirit
of courage, a spirit that values family and
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education and public service and faith, a spir-
it that has helped make America what it is
today.

It is my honor to welcome you all here.
May God bless Greece, and may God con-
tinue to bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. in the
Presidential Hall at the Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Arch-
bishop Demetrios, Primate of the Greek Orthodox
Church of America; Under Secretary of Foreign
Affairs Yiannis Magriotis of Greece; Greek Am-
bassador to the U.S. Alexandros Philon; and Cyp-
riot Ambassador to the U.S. Erato Kozakou-
Marcoullis.

Proclamation 7535—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 2002
March 25, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Ancient Greece was the birthplace of the

democratic principles and thought that fun-
damentally shaped the growth of democracy
in world history. Societies aspiring toward
more democratic forms of government have
found inspiration in the Greek tradition of
representative government and free political
discourse. As modern Greece celebrates the
anniversary of its independence, won 181
years ago, Greeks can be proud that its vi-
brant democracy continues and that it is
based upon the beliefs in freedom and self-
rule first forged in classical Greece over 2500
years ago.

These ideals have been embraced by peo-
ples of the world who aspire towards democ-
racy, including the Founders of the United
States; and they were tested by the attacks
of September 11, 2001. The terrorists sought
to destroy a political and economic system
that promotes individual freedoms and toler-
ance, defends national liberty, and supports
the full participation of its citizens in the
democratic process. The terrorists failed; but
rather than destroying us, their attacks
strengthen our resolve to stand up to this evil.

Along with the members of our worldwide
coalition, including Greece, we are com-
mitted to defeating terrorism and protecting
liberty.

The friendship between the United States
and Greece continues to thrive and is based
upon our common cultural bonds and our
shared national values. Today, more than 3
million Americans proudly claim Greek her-
itage, representing a continuing link between
our countries. From the arts and education
to industry and science, Greek Americans
have made significant contributions to the
cultural, civic, and economic vitality of our
land.

As we celebrate Greek independence, we
remember the history of those who sacrificed
their lives to preserve freedom and democ-
racy. We value our friendship and continuing
partnership with the government and people
of Greece, and we commit to work together
to provide greater opportunity and more
freedoms for the citizens of the world. And
we join the world in anticipating the momen-
tous 2004 Summer Olympic Games, which
will be held in Athens, the birthplace of
Olympic competition.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2002,
as ‘‘Greek Independence Day: A National
Day of Celebration of Greek and American
Democracy.’’ I encourage all Americans to
take special note of Greece’s rich history of
democracy, the strong bonds of friendship
and culture between our countries, and the
important role that Greek Americans play in
our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of March, in
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 27, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 28.
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